Peace and Commerce

Following the pattern established in 1871, the introduction of new French stamps
in 1876 was followed by the distribution of colonial stamps of the same design but lacking
perforation. Although the Minister of Colonies preferred unique colonial stamps that could
be perforated, the economic pressure to minimize costs prevailed.

J. A. Sage won the design contest sponsored by the Ministry of Finance. The
design consisted of to allegorical figures representing Peace and Commerce holding
hands on opposite sides of a globe.

The stamps were printed by the Bank of France, which had the responsibility for
the manufacture of French stamps as of 1 January 1876. Two states of one engraving
were used resulting in Type | and Type Il formats. Of the details that distinguish the two
types, the most notable is the position of inscription of J. A. SAGE INV” at the bottom left.

“REPUBL [CREPUB

Type | — “N” under “B” Type Il “N” under “U”

ANNAM TONKIN Overprints

To investigate stamps for individual colonies a number of essays were prepared
with “ANNAM” over “TONKIN” in 2.4-millimeter sans serif type.




Peace and Commerce
Postmarks

1 centime green

SAIGON COCHINCHINE
COCHINCHINE VINH-LONG

1 centime black

TONQUIN SAIGON-CENTRAL
HA-NOI COCHINCHINE




Peace and Commerce
Postmarks

2 centimes green 4 centimes claret

MYTHO TAN-AN




Peace and Commerce
Postmarks

4 centimes

SAIGON SAIGON SAIGON
COCHINCHINE COCHINCHINE COCHINCHINE

SAIGON SAIGON SAIGON
COCHINCHINE COCHINCHINE COCHINCHINE




Peace and Commerce
Postmarks

4 centimes

COCHINCHINE SAIGON SAIGON SAIGON
SAIGON COCHINCHINE COCHINCHINE COCHINCHINE

SAIGON SAIGON SAIGON CENTRAL TONQUIN
COCHINCHINE COCHINCHINE COCHINCHINE HAI-PHONG




Peace and Commerce
Postmarks

5 centimes

COCHINCHINE SAIGON SAIGON SAIGON
BIENHOA COCHINCHINE COCHINCHINE COCHINCHINE

SAIGON SAIGON SAIGON CORR. D. ARM.
COCHINCHINE COCHINCHINE COCHINCHINE VINH-LONG




Peace and Commerce
Postmarks

10 centimes black 15 centimes gray

CAMBODGE COCHINCHINE CORR. D. ARM.
PNUM-PENH SAIGON VINH-LONG

20 centimes brown

SAIGON SAIGON COCHINCHINE
COCHINCHINE COCHINCHINE LONGXUYEN




Peace and Commerce
Postmarks

15 centimes blue

CORR. D. ARMEES SAIGON
BARIA COCHINCHINE

COCHINCHINE SAIGON SAIGON SAIGON
SADEC COCHINCHINE COCHINCHINE COCHINCHINE




TAN-AN

BINHOA
COCHINCHINE

Peace and Commerce
Postmarks

15 centimes blue

CORR. D. ARMEES

SAIGON TAY-NINH

25 centimes ultramarine

CORR. D. ARM.

|-REPUBLIQUE FRANCAS

COCHINCHINE
SAIGON

SAIGON
COCHINCHINE

TAN-AN

SAIGON
COCHINCHINE




Peace and Commerce
Postmarks

25 centimes ultramarine

SAIGON SAIGON-PORT SAIGON-PORT
COCHINCHINE COCHINCHINE COCHINCHINE

25 centimes blue

COCHINCHINE SAIGON SAIGON CPOCHINCHINE
BENTRE COCHINCHINE COCHINCHINE MY-THO




Peace and Commerce
Postmarks

25 centimes blue

COCHINCHINE

COCHINCHINE

COCHINCHINE

30 centimes

TONG-KIN
HAI-PHONG

COCHINCHINE
SAIGON

THUDAUMOT

SAIGON CAL
COCHINCHINE

SAIGON
COCHINCHINE




Peace and Commerce
Postmarks

35 centimes

TONQUIN SAIGON SAIGON
HAI-PHONG COCHINCHINE COCHINCHINE

40 centimes

HANOI-CONCESON COCHINCHINE SAIGON SAIGON
TONKIN SAIGON COCHINCHINE COCHINCHINE




Peace and Commerce
Postmarks

40 centimes

SAIGON SAIGON SAIGON
COCHINCHINE COCHINCHINE COCHINCHINE
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{:REPUBLIQUE-FRANCAISE )

COCHINCHINE CORR. D. ARMEES SAIGON
CAP ST JACQUES SAIGON COCHINCHINE




Peace and Commerce
Postmarks

75 centimes

)
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SAIGON
COCHINCHINE

HAIPHONG HANOI-CONCESON SAIGON
TONKIN TONKIN COCHINCHINE




Peace and Commerce
Postmarks

1 franc

SAIGON COCHINCHINE SAIGON HAIPHONG
COCHINCHINE SAIGON COCHINCHINE TONKIN

SAIGON-PORT SAIGON SAIGON-PORT
COCHINCHINE COCHINCHINE COCHINCHINE




Peace and Commerce
Fake Postmarks

Keen collector interest in the postmarks of the various colonial towns on the
General Issues has inspired some to meet the demand by producing their own supply.
Here are the efforts of one individual. After manufacturing his own cancellers, he applied
them to used stamps, which in most cases show traces of the original, genuine postmarks.
However, he evidently was not knowledgeable about the cancels of the period as such
large circular date stamps were not in use in Indochina.

For the Pnompenh and Vientiane postmarks, the letter height is 3.25 mm and the
circles are 25 and 37 mm in diameter.
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The forger should have checked his atlas for he misspelled Vientiane as

“VIETIANE.”
}ETMN\E




Peace and Commerce
Fake Postmarks

For the Saigon postmark, letter height is 2.75 mm and the circle diameters are 26
and 35 mm. The numbers 18 and 27 are common to the interior of these Saigon strikes.

The letters “BEY” following Saigon probably are for the beginning of Beyrouth, now
Beirut, Lebanon.

SANGON




