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Buy or Not Buy – What’s a

Philatelist to do?
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The Law of June 25, 1856

• Printed matter rate of 5c

from Saigon on July 17,

1900 to Hatien

• At Saigon or Hatien a

manuscript Art. 9 de la

loi du 25 Juin 1856

• On arrival at Hatien the

item was charged 60c

due

• What is going on here?
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Law of June 25, 1856 applicable to manuscript enclosures on printed matter.

If 5 or more similar items sent with manuscript enclosures, the items were

considered unfranked local letters at a 30c rate (double the franked rate of

15c), and charged double that rate – i.e. 60c – due as a severe penalty.

Only colonial example recorded
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French Community Registered Rate

of 40c Effective January 1899

15c Postage + 25c Registration

Daingai – very rare small village

Locally fabricated R for registration
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Cairang to Cholon-Binhtay

• Local rate of 15c posted

from Cairang on May 12,

1904

• Transit vis Cantho and

Cholon

• Arrival in Cholon-Binhtay

on May 14, 1904

• Cairang-Cantho-Cholon-

Cholon Binhtay
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Registered Business Papers

• Special rates for business
papers – legal and
commercial documents –
to facilitate French
business interests

• Registration was 25c

• Postage rates
comparable to printed
matter – 5c per 50g

• Only two examples seen
from Indochina with
Group Type



950c Rate = 25c registration + 25c postage for 200 – 250 grams
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Registered Military Correspondence

• CORR D ARMEES
SAIGON octagonal
datestamp – May 20,
1894

• Military concession
rate of 15c + 25c
registration

• Seldom seen rate
from any of the
colonies
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Travinh – APRES LE DEPART

• Registered French
community rate of 40c

• Small village of
Travinh

• Rare colonial APRES
LE DEPART (Too
Late) handstamp –
posted too late to
catch connection to
Saigon
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Indochinese Forces in Siam

• Early 1900’s French
attempted to add territory
to Indochina by
confronting Siamese
forces

• Military franchise mail
from these forces is very
rare

• Cachet: POSTE DE
PACKNAM SIAM – LE
COMMANT D ARMES

• Via Saigon to New
Caledonia!
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Crude locally prepared cachet from 1902
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Same area – new cachet from 1903
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Hue, Annam

• No material from Hue

present in original

exhibit

• Now corrected with a

few franked letters,

and……

• A government

franchise wrapper
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Declared Value Letter from the

Small Village of Binh-Dinh, Annam
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Rate of 25c postage on 13.5 gm

of weight; 25c registration; and

20c insurance on 100 francs
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Quinhone, Annam to Meester-Cornelis, Java

Mail between two small colonial villages

Backstamped in 

Batavia and

Meester-Cornelis
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Hanoi, Tonkin Registered Military

Concession Rate – 40c from 1897

Military concession rate mail from Tonkin reasonably rare as most

of the military mail was via the franchise rate (free) because troops

considered to be involved in combat
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As with Cochinchine, small villages

abound in Tonkin: AK-HOI 1903
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Tonkin Franchise Mail

• Early 1893 franchise
letter via Tuyen-
Quang to Albi

• Unusual negative
military cachet of unit
in the Vinh Tuy area

• Mail traveled via
Haiphong to French
Packet Line N: CORR
EXP TONKIN LIGNE
N, 12 FEVR 93
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Military Franchise Mail Issue

• There is enough military franchise mail

from the 1893 – 1910 period to easily

make a 10 frame exhibit

• It is getting crowded out of the Indochina

Group Type exhibit because of lack of

space

• Just the most important items are being

included in the exhibit
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Pnompenh, Cambodia

• Small format 15c
envelope revalued to 10c
as part of 1912
overprinting of the Group
Type issue

• Posted Pnompenh on
July 21, 1913 to Vinlong,
Cochinchine

• Not frequently seen – 7
examples recorded in
collection of 2400 Group
Type covers: Gabon;
French India; French
Oceania; and Indochina
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ATTOPEU, LAOS (Small Village)
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MUONG-NGOI, LAOS

(Small Village)
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Packet Mail – LIGNE N
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Tchongking – 7th Weight Registered Letter – 1904

2F Postage – 7 x 25c + 25c (90 - 105 gm)
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     THAT’S ALL FOLKS!


